
ARIZONA BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC EXAMINERS 
IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY 

1740 WEST ADAMS STREET, SUITE 2410 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA   85007 

PH (480) 657-7703 | FX (480) 657-7715 
www.azdo.gov |  questions@azdo.gov 

 DRAFT MINUTES FOR MEETING OF THE 

ARIZONA BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC EXAMINERS IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY 

Held on Friday January 24, 2025 at 9:00 am, at 

 1740 West Adams Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85007 as well as virtually. 

1. CALL TO ORDER
Board President Maitem called the meeting to order at  9:03 am.

President Maitem thanked the Board members and staff for facilitating today’s proceedings and read aloud
the Board’s Mission Statement: “The mission of the Board is to protect the public by setting educational and
training standards for licensure, and by reviewing complaints made against osteopathic physicians, interns,
and residents to ensure that their conduct meets the standards of the profession, as defined in law (A.R.S. §
32-1854).”

2. ROLL CALL AND REVIEW OF AGENDA

Other Board Staff Present during the Board Meeting: 
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3. CALL TO THE PUBLIC

President Maitem made a call to the public. No member of the public wished to speak. 

4. REVIEW, CONSIDERATION, AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. November 15, 2024 Open Session

MOTION: Dr. Walker motioned to approve November 15, 2024 Open Session minutes.
SECOND: Mr. Goodman
VOTE: 4 -aye, 0-nay, 2-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent.
MOTION PASSED.

B. November 15, 2024  Executive Session
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MOTION:Dr. Walker motioned to approve November 15, 2024, Executive Session minutes. 
SECOND: Mr. Goodman 
VOTE: 4-aye, 0-nay, 2-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  

C. December 5, 2024 Open Session

MOTION: Mr. Goodman motioned to approve December 5, 2024 Open Session minutes.
SECOND: Dr. Walker 
VOTE: 5-aye, 0-nay, 1-abstain, 0-recuse, -absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  
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D. December 5, 2024  Executive Session

MOTION: Mr. Goodman motioned to approve December 5, 2024, Executive Session
minutes. 
SECOND: Dr. Walker 
VOTE: 5-aye, 0-nay, 1-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  

5. REVIEW, DISCUSSION, AND ACTION ON INVESTIGATIVE HEARINGS PURSUANT TO A.R.S. §
32-1855 (E).

A. DO-24-0115A, Steven Ward, D.O.

The Board reviewed a proposed consent agreement in lieu of conducting the investigative
hearing. Please refer to section 7 item B of this agenda for more information.

B. DO-24-0110A, Kecia Smette, DO

The Board reviewed a proposed consent agreement in lieu of conducting the investigative
hearing. Please refer to section 7 item A of this agenda for more information. 

C. DO-24-0102A, Deborah Hudak, DO

Dr. Hudak was not present for the consideration of the matter, however, Dr. Hudak’s legal
counsel, Matt Cates, was virtually present. Mr. Cates stated that he has been unable to get in 
touch with Dr. Hudak but did speak with someone from her office who advised Mr. Cates that 
Dr. Hudak was out of the state due to a family situation. Mr. Cates requested a continuance of the 
Investigative Hearing.  

The Board granted a continuance. The case will be rescheduled for a future meeting.​
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D. DO-24-0084A, Trever Wilkins, DO

Dr. Wilkins was present virtually during the Board’s consideration of the matter. Dr 
Wilkin’s legal counsel, Michael Ryan, was also present. 

Board staff provided a summary of the case. 

This complaint came to the Board as a malpractice that alleged Dr. Wilkins prescribed 
medication that caused the patient to aspirate. According to Dr. Wilkins the first CT scan 
was interpreted incorrectly and if the CT was interpreted correctly then Dr. Wilkins 
would have initiated emergency surgery. The Board’s medical consultant felt Dr. Wilkins 
fell below the standard of care by prescribing certain medications that may have been 
contraindicated given the patient’s condition at the time. 

Dr. Wilkins stated that after the patient was assigned to him, he evaluated her and during 
his evaluation made the decision to prescribe a medication that should have been taken 
slowly but instead the patient took a larger dose. Dr. Wilkins stated that he has learned 
not to anchor too much of his diagnosis based on what was done before him as well as 
communicating better with the patient.  

Upon hearing the summary of the case and review of the provided materials, the Board 
made a motion to issue a Non-Disciplinary Letter of Concern for limited charting and not 
recognizing the deterioration of the patient and therefore did not modify the care plan. 

MOTION:  President Maitem motioned for the Board to issue a Non-Disciplinary Letter of 
Concern for limited charting and not recognizing the deterioration of the patient and 
therefore did not modify the care plan. 
SECOND: Dr. Cunningham 
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  
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E. DO-24-0089A, David Jensen, DO

Dr. Jensen was present virtually during the Board’s consideration of the matter. 

Board staff provided a summary of the case. 

The complainant stated that it seemed Dr. Jensen’s only goal was to get her on Suboxone. 
The complainant was already on Oxycodone and was advised by another provider not to 
go on Suboxone. The complainant was treated by telemedicine or telephone several times 
in 2024 and only saw the complainant once in person in June 2024. It was felt Dr. Jensen 
may have fallen below the standard of care due to only seeing the patient once in person 
and there was a lack of adequate documentation. 

Dr. Jensen provided a summary of this medical education and his current work. Dr. 
Jensen stated the patient was worried because she was starting a new job and wanted to 
be able to better manage her pain. Since the patient was using pain pills “around the 
clock”, Dr. Jensen felt Suboxone would be a good option for her since he has successfully 
tapered down other patients from their pain medication. Dr. Jensen stated that the patient 
was very challenging and always had excuses for why she needed her pain medication 
early. Dr. Jensen stated that he had tried to do an in-home visit several times but those 
attempts were not successful.  

Upon hearing Dr. Jensen's summary of events, the Board made a motion to move to 
Executive Session for Legal Advice pursuance to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A)(3). 

MOTION:  President Maitem motioned for the Board to move to Executive Session for 
Legal Advice pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A)(3). 
SECOND: Dr. Shipon 
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  

The Board entered into Executive Session at 10:23 a.m. 
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The Board returned to Open Session at 10:31 a.m. 
No legal action was taken by the Board during Executive Session. 

Upon hearing the summary of the case review and provided materials, the Board made a motion 
to issue a Decree of Censure citing A.R.S. § 32-1854 (6), (19), (21), & (39). In addition to the 
Decree of Censure, the Board ordered for the Respondent to complete 40 hours of Continuing 
Medical Education in the subjects of  opioid prescribing, patient examination, record keeping as 
well as to reimburse the Board for the cost of the hearing and investigation. 

MOTION:  Vice President Shipon motioned for the Board to issue a Decree of Censure 
citing A.R.S. § 32-1854 (6), (19), (21), & (39). In addition to the Decree of Censure, the 
Board ordered for the Respondent to complete 40 hours of Continuing Medical Education 
in the subjects of  opioid prescribing, patient examination, record keeping as well as to 
reimburse the Board for the cost of the hearing and investigation. 
SECOND: Dr. Cunningham 
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  

6. REVIEW, CONSIDERATION, AND ACTION ON APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSURE PURSUANT TO
A.R.S. § 32-1822; PERMITS  PURSUANT TO A.R.S. § 32-1829; AND RENEWALS OF LICENSES PURSUANT
TO A.R.S. § 32-1825 (C-D) AND A.A.C. R4-22- 207

A. DO-24-0177A, David Howard Whitaker, DO

Dr. Whitaker was present virtually for the Board’s consideration of the matter.

Board staff provided a summary of the case.

Dr. Whitaker answered no on his application when asked if he had ever been arrested. During the
application process the Board became aware that Dr. Whitaker had been arrested for petty theft
in 1994. The Board confirmed that records are no longer available and the count dismissed the
charge.
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Dr. Whitaker stated that he was playing darts at a local bar and went outside holding the darts to 
talk to a friend and was accused of trying to steal the darts. Dr. Whitaker followed up with the 
case and was advised that no charges were pressed and the case was dismissed. Dr. Whitaker 
stated that he was arrested for petty theft but since the arrest was never shown on past 
background checks then he believed it wasn’t on his record. 

Board members reiterated that even if something doesn’t show up on your record, if you know it 
happened then you need to disclose it. 

Upon hearing the summary of the case review and provided materials the Board motioned to 
grant a full unrestricted license and to issue a Non-Disciplinary Letter of Concern citing A.R.S. § 
32-1854 (9).

MOTION: Dr. Cunningham motioned for the Board to grant a full unrestricted license and 
issue a Non-Disciplinary Letter of Concern citing A.R.S. § 32-1854 (9). 
SECOND: Mr. Goodman 
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recused, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  

B. DO-24-0146A, Neha Choubey, DO

Dr. Choubey was present virtually for the Board’s consideration of the matter.

Board staff provided a summary of the case.

Dr. Choubey applied for a full license and answered yes to being placed on academic probation
and took a brief leave of absence. Dr. Choubey completed the academic plan and successfully
completed her PGY2.

Dr. Choubey provided a summary of her situation to the Board as well as an explanation of the
academic probation and the leave of absence.
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Upon hearing the summary of the case review and provided materials the Board motioned to 
grant a full unrestricted license. 

MOTION: Dr. Shipon motioned for the Board to grant a full unrestricted license. 
SECOND: Dr. Cunningham 
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recused, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  

C. DO-23-0125A, Hursh Jetly, DO

Dr. Jetly was present virtually for the Board’s consideration of the matter. Dr. Jetly was
represented by legal counsel, Robert Cathcart.

Board staff provided a summary of the case.

Dr. Jetly applied for full licensure and answered yes to a disclosure question. Dr. Jetly did not
answer yes to any disclosure questions on his previous PGT applications. Dr. Jetly was placed on
probation for a patient care incident that resulted in significant harm and ultimately the patient’s
death. Patient safety, quality improvement and other factors were found to not have been met
when Dr. Jetly was in his residency program. Dr. Jetly ultimately resigned from the program.

Dr. Jetly stated that he has learned from his mistakes and has created a comprehensive checklist
system so something like this will never happen again. Dr. Jetly felt the mentoring relationship
between him and the program broke down and the program was just trying to create issues for
him. Dr. Jetly reiterated to the Board that he has learned from his mistakes and will continue to
improve.

Upon hearing Dr. Jetly’s summary of events, the Board motion to move to Executive Session for
Confidential Information and Legal Advice pursuance to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A)(2) &(3).
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MOTION:  President Maitem motioned for the Board to move to Executive Session for 
Confidential Information and Legal Advice pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A)(2) &(3). 
SECOND: Mr. Goodman 
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  

The Board entered into Executive Session at 11:14 a.m. 
The Board returned to Open Session at 11:53 a.m. 
No legal action was taken by the Board during Executive Session. 

Upon hearing the summary of the case review and provided materials, the Board made a motion 
to continue the investigation to send an updated notice to the applicant citing A.R.S. § 32-1854 
(9). 

MOTION:  Dr. Cunningham motioned for the Board to continue the investigation and to 
send an updated notice to the applicant citing A.R.S. § 32-1854 (9). 
SECOND: Vice-President Shipon 
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  
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D. DO-24-0122A, Jonathan Gabriel, DO

Dr. Gabriel was present virtually during the Board’s consideration of the matter.

Board staff provided a summary of the case.
Dr. Gabriel answered yes to a disclosure question on this application for a full license. Dr.
Gabriel was issued a PGT in April of 2023 based on the information provided on the application.
3 months after the PGT was issued, the applicant called the Board and stated that he did not
disclose 3 arrests on his PGT application. In October of 2023 the Board reviewed that matter and
allowed Dr. Gabriel to continue with his residency.

Upon hearing the summary of events, the Board motion to move to Executive Session for
Confidential Information and Legal Advice pursuance to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A)(2) &(3)

MOTION:  President Maitem motioned for the Board to move to Executive Session for
Confidential Information and Legal Advice pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A)(2) &(3).
SECOND: Mr. Goodman
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent.
MOTION PASSED.
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The Board entered into Executive Session at 11:56 a.m. 
The Board returned to Open Session at 12:29 p.m. 
No legal action was taken by the Board during Executive Session. 

Upon hearing the summary of events, the Board motioned to grant a full unrestricted license and 
a Non-Disciplinary Letter of Concern citing A.R.S. § 32-1854 (9). The Board noted that if the 
applicant fails to accept a Non-Disciplinary Letter of Concern, the provider will come back 
before the Board. 

MOTION: Vice President Shipon motioned for the Board to grant a full unrestricted 
license and a Non-Disciplinary Letter of Concern citing A.R.S. § 32-1854 (9).  
SECOND: President Maitem 
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recused, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  
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E. DO-24-0165A, Yasmine Krunz, DO

Dr. Krunz was present virtually during the Board’s consideration of the matter. Dr. Krunz’s legal
counsel, Flynn Carey, was also present.

Board staff provided a summary of the case.

Dr. Krunz appeared before the Board with her attorney. Board staff reported that Dr. Krunz was
arrested for disorderly conduct, criminal damage, and false report to law enforcement the night
before submitting a PGT renewal application with negative answers to all disclosure questions.
Staff also received unsubstantiated allegations of unprofessional conduct against Dr. Krunz. Dr.
Krunz acknowledged the arrest and her failure to disclose it on the renewal application,
attributing it to shock and unfamiliarity with the disclosure requirements. She denied the other
allegations and asserted completion of a court diversion program.

Upon hearing the summary of events, the Board motion to move to Executive Session for
Confidential Information and Legal Advice pursuance to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A)(2) &(3)

MOTION:  President Maitem motioned for the Board to move to Executive Session for
Confidential Information and Legal Advice pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A)(2) &(3).
SECOND: Dr. Walker
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent.
MOTION PASSED.

The Board entered into Executive Session at 12:41 p.m. 
The Board returned to Open Session at 12:54 p.m. 
No legal action was taken by the Board during Executive Session. 

Upon hearing the summary of the case review and provided materials, the Board made a motion 
to continue the case and direct staff to investigate the new pending complaint. 

MOTION:  President Maitem motioned for the Board to continue the case and direct staff 
to investigate the new pending complaint. 
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SECOND: Dr. Walker 
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  

7. CONSIDERATION AND ACTION ON PROPOSED CONSENT AGREEMENT OR OTHER ACTION

A. DO-24-0110A, Kecia Smette, DO

This case was taken out of order on the agenda. 

Dr. Smette was present virtually during the Board's consideration of the matter. Dr. Smette’s 
legal counsel,  

Board staff provided a summary of the case as well as a summary of the consent agreement 
terms.​  

On or about June 30th, 2024 the Board received a complaint from the Oklahoma Drug 
Enforcement Administration against Kecia Smette, DO alleging acts of unprofessional conduct 
and inappropriate prescribing while not having a current DEA registration in the state of 
Oklahoma.  

Upon hearing the summary of the case review and provided materials, the Board made a motion 
to accept the consent agreement as written. 

MOTION:  Vice President Shipon motioned for the Board to accept the consent agreement 
as written. 
SECOND: Dr. Walker  
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  
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B. DO-24-0115A, Steven Ward, D.O.

This case was taken out of order on the agenda.

Dr. Ward was not present for the Board’s consideration of the proposed consent agreement.

Board staff provided a summary of the consent agreement terms as well as a summary of the case.

The complaint was received from the Arizona Pharmacy Board alleging Dr. Ward prescribed 93 opioids
or benzodiazepines in June 2024 and did not query the CSPMP. There were also charting concerns after
a 10 patient record review was completed.

Upon hearing the summary of the case review and provided materials, the Board made a motion to
accept the consent agreement as written.

MOTION:  Dr. Cunningham motioned to accept the proposed consent agreement as 
written.  
SECOND: Vice President Shipon 
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  
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At the conclusion of this case, the Board resumed the regularly scheduled order of business. 

8. CONSIDERATION AND ACTION ON PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA FOR DISMISSAL OR OTHER
ACTION

The Board took the following three cases together as presented on the consent agenda. 

A. DO-23-0164A, Scott Steingard, D.O.
B. DO-24-117A, Thomas Coury, D.O.
C. DO-22-145A, Salvatore LaCognata, D.O.

Dr. Steingard, Dr. Coury, nor Dr. LaCognata were present for the Board’s consideration of the
matter.

Board staff provided a summary of the case. The Board did not request to pull any one case from
the consent agenda.

Upon hearing the summary of the case review and provided materials, the Board made a motion
to accept the consent agenda as presented.

MOTION: President Maitem motioned for the Board to accept the consent agenda as
presented.
SECOND: Mr. Goodman
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent.
MOTION PASSED.
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Upon conclusion of this matter, Dr. Cunningham left for the remainder of the meeting. 

9. QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION BETWEEN THE MEDICAL STUDENTS AND MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD AND DISCUSSION RELATING TO ISSUES SURROUNDING THE PRACTICE OF OSTEOPATHIC
MEDICINE.
The Board met with medical students to discuss topics and issues related to the practice of osteopathic
medicine. No action was taken on this item.

10. REVIEW, DISCUSSION, AND ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING MISC ITEMS.

A. Update on the 2025 Legislative Session

Executive Director Bohall provided a verbal update for the Board on the current legislative 
session. Mr. Bohall provided a verbal update on the Board’s sunset hearing before the legislative 
Joint Health and Human Services Committee of Reference and noted that the Board was 
recommended to receive a continuation of 6 years.  

11. REVIEW, CONSIDERATION, AND ACTION ON REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.

A. Report from Board Members
The Board members had nothing to report.

B. Executive Director Report

Executive Director Bohall provided a verbal update for the Board including fourteen complaints
that were dismissed by the Executive Director since the last Board meeting. 

12. Adjournment

MOTION:  Mr. Gooman motioned for the Board to adjourn. 
SECOND: Vice President Shipon 
VOTE: 6-aye, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 0-absent.  
MOTION PASSED.  
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The Board’s meeting adjourned at 1:17 pm. 

 ___________________________ 
 Justin Bohall, Executive Director 
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