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BEFORE THE ARIZONA BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC EXAMINERS

IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY

IN THE MATTER OF: Case No,: DO-14-0014A
FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND
ORDER FOR PROBATION

CHRISTINE WALKER, D.O.
Holder of License No, 006029

For the practice of osteopathic medicine in
the State of Arizona
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On January 16, 2014, the Arizona Board of Osteopathic Examiners (hereafter “Board”)
received notice that Christine Walker, D.O. (hereafter "Respondent") had been arrested for
burglary and theft on January 9, 2014, On January 21, 2014, the Board noticed Respondent of
an Investigation into that complaint. On February 10, 2014, the Board received Respondent’s
response to the complaint,

On July 8, 2014, the Board invited Respondent to attend an Investigative Hearing on this
matter, Respondent requested a continuance and the matter was heard on September 20,
2014 and January 24, 2015. Respondent appeared personally and on her own behalf at both
proceedings.

After hearing testimony from the Respondent and considering the documents and
evidence submitted, the Board voted to enter the following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of
Law, and Order for Probation.

JURISDICTIONAL STATEMENTS

1. The Board is empowered, pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-1800 et seq., to regulate the
practice of osteopathic medicine in the State of Arizona, and the conduct of the persons
licensed, registered, or permitted to practice osteopathic medicine in the State of Arizona.

2, Respondent is the holder of License No, 006029 issued by the Board for the

practice of osteopathic medicine in the State of Arizona.
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FINDINGS OF FACT

3. On January 16, 2014, the Board received an email from Respondent advising she
had been arrested for burglary and theft on January 9, 2014,

4, On or about November 29, 2013, Respondent hired a locksmith to open a floor
safe in the home where she was residing with her then boyfriend, who owned the home. Thel
floor safe belonged to her then boyfriend, who was out of town. According to the police
report, the owner of the home had not given Respondent permission to enter or access the
contents of the safe and it did not contain any of her property. Respondent’s then boyfriend
and owner of the home reported that over $100,000 in cash, jewelry, and property was stolen
from the floor safe,

5. Police obtained a search warrant and discovered the cash in a safe deposit box
registered to Respondent. The cash was packaged as the owner had described it. The jewelry
and other items were found near the Respondent’s new residence.,

6, Respondent pled guilty to a Class 4 Felony for Theft on May 16, 2014. As a resuly
of the plea agreement the other charge was dropped.

7. At the time of the incident and conviction, Respondent was under a Stipulated
Confidential Rehabilitation Agreement dated February 27, 2013, which ordered Respondent to
obey all laws. Specifically, term number 21 of the Order states, “Physician shall obey all federal,
state and local laws, and all rules governing the practice of medicine in the State of Arizona.”

8. As a result of Respondent’s commission of a felony and the resulting conviction,
she violated term number 21 of the February 27, 2013, Stipulated Confidential Rehabilitation
Agreement. Thus, the Stipulated Confidential Rehabilitation Agreement was declared no longer]
confidential by the Board on September 24, 2014, and has become a public record subject to

disclosure,
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
9. The conduct described above constitutes unprofessional conduct and is a

violation of A.R.S. § 32-1854 (2), which states "Committing a felony, whether or not involving
moral turpitude, or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, In either case conviction by any
court of competent jurisdiction is conclusive evidence of the commission.”

10.  The conduct described above constitutes unprofessional conduct and is a
violation of A.R.S. § 32-1854 (25), which states “Violating a formal order, probation or a
stipulation issued by the board under this chapter.”

ORDER

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Board,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Christine Walker, D.O, holder of osteopathic medical
License number 006029 is placed on PROBATION for a period of five (5) years from the effective
date of this Order (the effective date is the date the Order is signed by the Executive Director)
with the following terms:

1. Respondent shall be restricted from working more than thirty-two (32) hours per

week, Respondent may not be “on call” status or take call.

2. Respondent shall provide to the Board the names and contact information for each
of her healthcare providers and coordinate her healthcare providers to provide
quarterly reports directly to the Board. The first of the quarterly reports is due thirty
(30) days after the end of the first quarter from the effective date of this Order, Each
subsequent quarterly report is due thirty (30) days after the end of each quarter,

3. Respondent shall comply with all terms of the terms described and outlined in her
monitoring program, Case No. DO-12-0191A.

4. Respondent shall obtain yearly physicals and provide evidence to the Board of these.
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5, Respondent shall appear before the Board every four (4) months for the duration of

the probationary period, unless otherwise ordered by the Board.

6. Respondent shall provide a copy of this Order to all potential and current employers,

owner/operators, and physicians in charge of any facility at which she may practice,

intends to practice or apply for privileges.

7. Costs: Respondent shall bear all costs incurred regarding compliance with this Order.

8. Obey All Laws: Respondent shall obey all federal, state, and local laws, and all rules

governing the practice of medicine in Arizona.

9, Ceasing practice in the State of Arizona: In the event that Respondent ceases to

practice medicine In the State of Arizona, by moving out of state, failing to renew
her license, or maintaining an Arizona license but ceasing to practice clinical
medicine or administrative medicine requiring licensure, Respondent shall notify the
Board that she has ceased practicing in Arizona, in writing, within 10 days of ceasing
to practice. In its sole discretion, the Board may stay the terms of this Order until
such time as the Respondent resumes the practice of medicine in Arizona, or may
take other action to resolve the findings of fact and conclusions of law contained in
this Order for Probation.,

10. Failure to Comply/Violation: Respondent’s failure to comply with the requirements
of this Order shall constitute an allegation of unprofessional conduct as defined by
A.R.S. § 32-1854 (25) and proven violations may be grounds for further disciplinary

action (e.g., suspension or revocation of Ilqense).
ISSUED THIS &’ DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2015,
Wt t17y, ARIZONA BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC EXAMINERS

W
S0STEGR 7, IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY
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Jenna Jones, Executive Director
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NOTICE OF RIGHT TO REQUEST REVIEW OR REHEARING

Any party may request a rehearing or review of this matter pursuant to A.R.S. § 41-
1092.09. The motion for rehearing or review must be filed with the Arizona Board of
Osteopathic Examiners within thirty (30) days, If a party files a motlon for review or rehearing,
that motion must be based on at least one of the eight grounds for review or rehearing that are
allowed under A.A.C, R4-22-106(D). Failure to file a motion for rehearing or review within 30
days has the effect of prohibiting judicial review of the Board’s decision. Service of this order is
effective five (5) days after date of mailing. A.R.S. § 41-1092.09(C). If a motion for rehearing or
review is not filed, the Board’s Order becomes effective thirty-five (35) days after it is mailed to

Respondent,
Orlginal ”Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order for Probation”
filed this O™ day of February, 2015 with:

Arizona Board of Osteopathic Examiners
In Medicine and Surgery

9535 East Doubletree Ranch Road
Scottsdale AZ 85258-5539

Copy of the “Finding of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order for Probation” sent by certified mail,
return receipt requested, this S day of February, 2015 to:

Christine Walker, D.O.
Address of Record

Copies of this “Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order for Probation" filed/sent thig
5% day of February, 2015 to:

Jeanne Galvin, AAG

Office of the Attorney General CIV/LES
1275 West Washington

Phoenix AZ 85007
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